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In Parshas Nitzavim, we find an expression intended to 
resonate within our hearts and minds throughout our lives. 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu places before us the choice of life on 
the one hand and death on the other, telling us to choose life –
“U’bacharta ba’chaim.” The apparent question is what 
exactly the Torah means to convey with this statement. The 
Torah is already replete with mitzvos guiding us how to live 
and what choices to make. We are well aware that we are to 
make the right decisions in life –that of following the Torah 
and abiding by Hashem’s mitzvos. What then is the novelty of 
these words?  
 
Rav Itzele Peterburger explains by making a most noteworthy 
observation. Typically, when a homeowner employs a 
worker, the main focus is that the work be completed. The 
fact that payment is attached to the job is subsidiary in the 
mind of the owner. What matters to him is that the house be 
painted and the walls plastered. An inevitable result of 
contracting a worker is that he receives remuneration for that 
which was done, but that is not what occupies the center of 
attention as far as the owner is concerned.  
 
But such is not the case with Hashem. When it comes to 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu who contracts each and every Jew to 
carry out his mission in life, the reward awaiting him in Olam 
Haba occupies a most integral part of the contract. As we are 
keyed in by the moving words of the Mesillas Yesharim, the 
purpose of our existence is to reach Olam Haba, an 
incomprehensible state of blissful basking in the presence of 
Hashem Himself. That is where we are headed and to place 
our main focus.  
 
Olam Hazeh, as defined in Pirkei Avos (4:16), is merely a 
corridor leading to the final banquet hall. Here we experience 
the hors d’oeuvres; in Olam Haba the real meal is served. The 
“pay” to be granted us in Olam Haba is therefore central and 
essential to our lives. It is not, as in the above illustration, 
ancillary to the job. It is the very goal intended to steer our 
every choice and movement in life.  
 
The Torah’s expression of “U’bacharta ba’chaim” is 
therefore not merely a recommendation and reminder, but 
rather calling our attention to our purpose in this world. 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, so to speak, pleads with us to choose 
life. The expression to “choose life” is essentially telling us to 
choose the “life” of Olam Haba. And what are the means of 
arriving in Olam Haba? As per the Mesillas Yesharim, the 
mitzvos are our ticket into the banquet hall.  
 
Such is the indescribable love Hakadosh Baruch Hu has for 
all of Klal Yisroel. He yearns for us to make the right 
decisions in life and draw close to Him. Approaching Rosh 
Hashanah, our focus is centered on our connection, 
recognition and dependence on Hakadosh Baruch Hu in our 
lives. We coronate Him as the King of Kings, intended at 
building the foundations of a loving relationship and realizing 

our complete reliance upon Him. And how does Hashem 
respond? “My dear children, I love you so much. Please just 
make the right choices. Every day of life is an incredible gift 
and every breath taken is an inconceivable act of kindness 
provided for you. Our relationship will only deepen and 
develop when you channel your focus towards Torah and 
mitzvos and decide to choose life.”  
 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu’s affection for each and every one of us 
is boundless. If we only properly appreciated what delightful 
pleasure awaits us in Olam Haba we would run at every 
opportunity to perform a mitzvah. We would run to choose 
life because there is nothing greater than that. 
 
Along the above lines, the following scene painted by the 
Chofetz Chaim draws a most vivid illustration of life’s 
journey: 
 
Yankel makes his way to the grandiose fair in Leipzig. 
Serving as an enormous opportunity to make a financial 
profit, all sorts of merchandise are sold. Rooms are rented 
out and meals are arranged for hungry wayfarers. It is a 
breathtaking sight to see. Yankel, knowing exactly what he 
would like to purchase, does not lose sight of his mission. In 
fact, none of Yankel’s friends lose track of their intended 
goals of purchase either. They all know that they have a 
limited amount of time to find what they need and leave with 
full hands. While the food is indeed appetizing, no one 
wanders aimlessly around the many shops and cafés, 
squandering their precious time at the fair they have 
anticipated for months.  
 
The same is true of life. In the fair of life, Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu sends us to gather as many mitzvos as we can. Beckoning 
the call, we head to the fair and are struck to see an amazing 
sight. All sorts of products are on display at the lowest of 
prices, requiring only a focused and serious determination to 
return home as a wealthy individual. Yet what stands at every 
street corner attempting to distract our attention from carrying 
out our intended purposes? The concession stand. Imagine 
Yankel heading for small, trivial merchandise when major 
deals of a lifetime abound right next door. Such is the 
distracting struggle experienced at the fair.  
 
Placed in this world, the wisest move we can make is to 
choose a life of Torah and mitzvos. While disturbances 
attempt to divert our attention from our focused mission, we 
would be well off if we headed for the major deals guaranteed 
to last for eternity. Instead of buying transient products, we 
ought to look for those opportunities which promise us 
everlasting life. And what exactly are these products we are 
looking for? Mitzvos. Indeed, one little mitzvah is our ticket 
to a front row seat at the grand banquet hall and the resource 
by which we will elatedly enter our beautiful abode in Olam 
Haba. 
 


