
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

      VT TIM ES 
February 10, 2010 

26th Sh’vat, 5770 

Avi Dear, Editor 

Yaacov Davidow, Assistant 

Editor 

Eli Kawas, Assistant Editor 

Elisha Kramer, President of 

Public Relations  

Yoav Anatian, Journalist 

Chushim Botach, Journalist 

Ben Kiaei, Journalist 

Cobe Schwartz, Sports 

Journalist  

Katriel Sigala, Journalist 

Avraham Sloves, Journalist 

Jack Turell, Journalist 

Yosef Yasmeh, Journalist 

 

 
 

 
Mordy Mizrahi, President 

Damian Rodriguez, VP 

Eli Kawas, Secretary 

Aryeh Istrin, Treasurer 

Aaron Liberman, Historian 

Avi Silver, 12th Grade Rep. 

Moshe Reich, 11th Grade Rep. 

Brian Saeidian, 10th Grade Rep. 

Ezra Ebriani, 9th Grade Rep. 

Student Council 

Newspaper Crew 

Boys Division 

 

In This Edition: 
 

1. VTHS vs. Pilibos 
2. Message From President 
3. Rabbi Biron’s Torah Trivia 
4. Withheld No More 
5. Avoidence 
6. The Whisperings of the 
Wind 
7. A Disturbing New 
Phenomenon 
8. Just a Little Respect 
9. Editorial 

 

 

2.  
    When do we have 
five days in a row of 
Torah reading (aside 
from Chanukah, 
Pesach, and Sukkos)? 
     Michael Farnoosh 
promptly answered: 

Rabbi Biron’s Torah Trivia 
1.  

       Rabbi Biron nearly 
stumped the entire 
student body when he 
said, “What four brachos 
do we say only once a 
year?”  
      Josh Rubatnik finally 
came up with these four: 

 

3. 
    Which 3 people in 
the Torah said the 

words  ה ברוך 
(pronounced bah-
ruch, not beruch)?  
      Yaacov Davidow—
with help from 
Michael Farnoosh—
said:  

Answers on bottom of page 4 

     Let’s look at the silver lining, shall 
we? Let’s find those cool spots on our 
warm pillow. C’mon it’ll be fun, and 
we’ll feel more optimistic… 
    So, I gotta put it out there first, I 
gotta get it out of the way: Pilibos beat 
us…for the second time. The silver 
lining? Well, Liberman finally dunked. 
The loss didn’t hurt that bad because 
of the dunk. (oh, it did. Aaron’s dunk 
did little to numb the pain of the loss, 
but I can’t say that because I’m trying 
to be optimistic.) 
     Okay, another con: those midget 
squirts’ defense shoved us nearly to 
half court during the first half. The pro: 
the Gentle Giant, Big D, for a precious 
instant, became a ferocious beast and 
dived on top of a Pilibosian for the 
ball. That was refreshing to witness. 
     Warm spot on pillow: we didn’t win 
by 4/5/6 (whichever geersa you have). 
Cool spot: heeellllooo… Liberman had 
a rim crushing dunk. 
     Tony, the beloved 12th grade 
Pilibosian, suffered (supposedly) a 
broken rib.      Now, if you paused to 
think to yourself whether that is a pro 

or a con, a warm or cool spot on that 
hypothetical pillow of yours, I’m gonna 
smash you with a glass vase. It doesn’t 
matter which team he’s on, or how well 
he plays, if he (anyone) gets seriously 
injured, it is tragic. It is definitely a 
warm spot. You gotta play aggressive, 
and play your best, but don’t rejoice at 
the misfortunes of your foes. That’s just 
low. So yes, that is a con, but the pro, 
the silver lining, is that Nat Cohen got 
mean and fouled Tony, NOT that Tony 
got hurt. 
      Dark rain cloud: our free-throw 
shooting was 5 for 15, and their’s was 
pretty darn good. The game was 
ultimately decided by free-throws. 
Silver lining of that rain cloud: Aaron 
Liberman played like a 6 foot 8 center 
should and monstrously shoved the ball 
through the rim and hung for a 
dramatic two seconds. (yes, his dunk 
was an answer for a few of the 
unfortunate warm spots, but it was 
awesome, and we were low on cool 
spots.) 
      We lost, and we can’t win league. 
But at least we’re optimistic. 
 

VTHS vs. Pilibos: the 
good and the not so good 

       By Avi Dear 
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Avoidence 
     By Maurice De L’Herbe 

         In all aspects of life we 
encounter conflicts that can either 
be solved or forgotten or can cause 
people to harbor life-long 
resentments. On December 29th, 
Joseph Salazar, an 18 year-old 
gangbanger, was shot in front of an 
apartment complex in San 
Bernardino, California. Although the 
apartment complex was inhabited 
and the shooting happened in the 
evening before the sun went down, 
no one called 911. “Officers were 
driving through the area on routine 
patrol and saw a subject laying in the 
gutter *at 8:25pm+,” said homicide 
Sgt. Dave Dillon. "They saw he was 
all bloody and called the 
paramedics.” He was dead when 

help arrived. Witnesses have not 
been cooperative, they have 
avoided the situation. 
       This is an extreme example of 
the avoidance people have to sticky 
situations. We make conscious or 
unconscious decisions to escape 
from unpleasant situations or 
feelings, such as anxiety and pain. 
Examples are ditching friends, 
school, family, that one guy who 
always talks to you at shul like he’s 

your best bud, etc. By ignoring the 
problem or the person, we let the 
other person’s thoughts devolve to 
where he or she might even spread a  
false rumor. As the bad thoughts 
about us degrade further in the other 
person’s mind, the more vulnerable 
we become. 
      Here is an example. An older 
brother finds out his younger brother 
has been cheating on tests and his  

(continued on page 3) 
 

Students:  Journalist Chushim Botach is planning an interview with our 

beloved Dean and Rosh Yeshivah, Rabbi Stulberger. If you have any 

questions that you want answered, something you didn’t have the 

chance to ask, or you were just uncomfortable asking, we implore you to 

submit those questions to either Chushim or the “Suggestion Box” by Mr. 

Rutschman’s office. Chushim will ask those questions for you. The 

questions will remain anonymous. 

RRRIIINGGG! Do you ever wonder 
who that really was on the other end 
of the blocked call? Who the 
mysterious “withheld” is? Is it a 
person informing you that your non-
existent pizza order is ready? Or 
worse, some stalker calling for the 
fifth time in a row suggesting you 
give him a chance? Well do not lose 
hope yet: there are quite a few ways 
to go about finding that number... 
      The first and most accurate way 
to unblock an unknown number is 
through you phone company. If you 
receive non-harassing blocked calls 
only occasionally, then your phone 
company most likely will not look up 
the number for you. If the problem 
becomes more extreme, and these 
annoying calls become more 
common or maybe harassing or 
threatening, then the phone 
company will usually look up that 
number and might involve the 
police. This method is not immediate 

and may take some effort, so I will 
give you a simpler alternative 
       There are many services that will 
supply you with that number; most 
of them charge fees for their service 
though. Harassingcalls.com for 
example, claims to unblock phone 
numbers but charges as much as 
$249/month for its service! This 
exorbitant amount is bound to make 
you broke; now we wouldn't want 
that. 
         I had a group of 'friends' who 
enjoyed calling me from blocked 
numbers: you know - practical jokes. 
Well I figured, that's life –deal with 
it. Don't forget that these calls came 
in addition to the those terribly-
hard-to pass-up sales calls, the 
random calls you wished you had 
answered … of course from an 
unknown number. Well I was getting 
pretty desperate so I started asking 
around until I was introduced to 
trapcall.com. (Phew) Nice to meet 
you Trapcall! 

       Trap Call was a huge relief. When 
I signed up, I was skeptical of its 
completely free service. Well, I 
entered my phone number and a few 
other little bits of information; I 
followed their very clear and precise 
instructions and within about three 
minutes, I was set to go. I was still 
skeptic though so I called my phone 
from blocked numbers and bingo; the 
push of a button and I was revealed 
the supper secret phone number. I 
was so excited that I couldn’t wait for 
a blocked number to come through! 
Just to let you know, this service isn’t 
foolproof. Some numbers, such as 
specific corporate numbers and such 
will reveal to you a wrong number. 
But despite its flaws, Trap Call works 
for almost every need and usually 
determines the blocked number. 
When using this service, you will be 
saving enormous amounts of grief 
and worry and, best yet, no more 
fake pizza delivery calls. 

 
 

Withheld No More 
         By Elisha Kramer 
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      A casual visitor strolling through 
the Valley Torah hallways in the 
morning might be disconcerted by a 
common, but relatively new, 
practice. This phenomenon is the 
new student cult which seems to be 
emerging in certain classrooms. 
These groups of students engage in 
ritualistic ceremonies with an almost 
clockwork regularity. A fiendish 
combination of frenzied drumming, 
deranged grunting, otherworldly 
wailing, inhuman singing, crazed 
dancing, and foul chants can be 
witnessed frighteningly often. An 
eyewitness report from a student 

infiltrator of this cult gives us a better 
understanding of their craven 
practices.  
      “What begins as perhaps one or 
two students rhythmically chanting,” 
he says “quickly gains momentum 
when more and more join in. In short 
order, that initial chant transforms 
into a cacophony of unearthly voices 
belting out indiscernible words in a 
language no mere mortal could ever 
hope, or want, to comprehend. Their 
display of terrible madness has a 
profound effect upon the educators 
present, sending normal, sane men 
into a fear-induced insanity. I have 

seen the educators be demeaned to 
the point where they are either 
begging the students to stop, or 
slinking into a sullen silence of mixed 
shock and growing panic.”  
      The purpose of these horrific 
rituals would appear to be to 
summon the Rabbi Felt from his lair 
and directly into their classroom. 
However, their goals beyond that 
remain unclear to those not 
indoctrinated into their secret 
society. Our infiltrator has no 
answers. What do they gain from 
their diabolical summoning rites? ‘Tis 
strange.  
 

A Disturbing New Phenomenon 
         By Katriel Sigala (With inspiration drawn from Avraham Sloves) 

 

There I sat, underneath a 
tree, overlooking the 
lake…listening to the wind as a 
storm approached. The wind said 
that it was running, running 
furiously from the storm that was 
raging behind it. It didn’t dare to 
stop for a second, lest the storm 
caught up with it, and then off it 
went. I heard the wind frantically 
telling the tree to go, run!, as it 
passed by. Yet the tree just stood 
there, waving to the wind as it 
passed. Then I heard the tree 
chuckle.     

 “Why do you chuckle, 

dear tree?” I inquired. 
       “The wind,” she responded, 
“the wind is so busy running away 
from the storm that it is unable to 
see the truth. Sometimes it makes 
me laugh.” 
       “And what is the truth, dear 
tree,” I asked. 
      “The truth, my friend, is that if 
the wind just stopped, the storm 
would not come. The wind does 
not realize that it carries the storm 
with it. The storm rides on the 
running of the wind, and as long as 
the wind runs, the storm will 
remain right behind it. However, if 

The Whisperings of the Wind 
        By Mr. McEntee 
            (Math and Physics teacher) 

(continued from page 2) 

 
GPA is a lie. They exchange an 
awkward silence. The younger 
brother decides to never cheat on a 
test again and successfully passes 
his classes, but he chooses to avoid 
bringing up the subject with his 
brother. The older brother doesn’t 
know the younger one shaped up 
nor does he ask. He also chooses to 
ignore the situation. There are 
several alternative to this situation 

if neither brother decides to clear the 
air. 1) The younger brother might 
anger his brother enough in the future 
that he tells their parents, college, or 
school about the cheating. 2) The 
older brother harbors resentment 
seeing his younger brother succeed 
and thinks of him as a hypocrite. 3) 
The older brother might begin to 
spread a rumor that is no longer true. 
None of these outcomes are positive. 

    The cure is communication. Every 
time there’s person who has an 
inexplicable problem with you, the 
worst thing to do is ignore it. 
Approaching the person to try to 
have as logical a discussion as 
possible is better than ignoring the 
problem completely. As hard as it 
may seem, as long as you don’t open 
any wounds, talking it out is the best 
way to resolve any pending issues. 
 
 

the wind were simply to stop, and 
be still, the feared storm would 
break apart into a beautiful, 
peaceful day.” 
       Seeing the truth of the tree’s 
wisdom, I asked, “But my friend, 
why do you not tell the wind of this 
truth?” 
       “Alas,” replied the tree, her 
words filled with compassion, “I 
have tried, but the wind is too busy 
running to hear me, and when it 
does, it’s too afraid to listen to 
me…and believe.” 
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12517 Chandler Boulevard 
Valley Village, CA 

91607 
 

PHONE: 
(818) 505-7999 

 
 
 

 

Questions, Comments, 
Ideas, Articles? 

 

Email: 

avidear5@yahoo.com 

The Rabbi Felt SuDoKu 

 

See VT Times and other 
Valley Torah happenings 

at VTHSblog.com 

1. 
1. lehadlik ner shel yom 
kippur 
2. al beeur chametz 
3. brachah of nachem in 
shemoneh esrei on 
tishah be’uv 
4. eelanos tovos 

Rabbi Biron’s Torah Trivia 
ANWERS: 

 3. 
1. Yisro 
2. Eliezer 
3. Noach 

2. 
When Rosh Hashanah falls on 
Thursday one would lain 5 days in a 
row. In that case, you would lain on 
Thursday, Friday (Rosh Hashanah), 
Shabbos, Sunday (because of Tzom 
Gedaliah) and Monday (normal 
reading of Mondays and Thursdays) 

 

      From the start of the season, the Junior 
Varsity basketball team was taken as a 
joke, they were treated like a bunch of 
middle school ball players who couldn’t 
figure their way around the court. The 
Varsity team was ranked the fourth best 
Jewish team in the nation. They were so 
highly touted that all of everyone’s 
attention was directed towards them.  
      Being on the JV squad myself, I can 
attest to the way we were treated, that 
we were not viewed as a serious team. We 
were known as the benchwarmers of the 
school. They all were justified in thinking 
so: 
      To start off the season, we were 1-3 
(with the lone win due to Nathaniel 
Lieberman’s late game heroics). An 
explanation for our ineptitude was our 

lack of organized practices. We had few 
chances to play together as a team and 
understand how our teammates play the 
game. We really just had no way to fully 
get to know each other. Everything 
flipped when a mother of a JV player 
decided to become the official team 
mom. She reserved gyms for the team to 
practice in, served them food, and drove 
them to and from practices. We began 
practicing 3 or 4 times a week. 
      When our first game came (following 
our radical changes) we destroyed the 
opposing team by 40. We then beat 
Pilibos (a school rival) by 20, New Jew by 
20, Oakwood—in a close game—by  3, 
and Glendale by 30. In our past 7 games 
we are 6-1. 
       After seeing these scores, why do 
people still not respect the JV basketball 
team? During our halftime, when we 
shoot around, Varsity (an hour or so 
before their game) shoots as well. Our 
team does not mind. Then the Varsity 
players get upset when we don’t give 
them back the ball when they miss it. And 

they don’t give us (during our halftime) 
the ball when we make the basket. When 
it’s their halftime they want us to get 
their rebounds regardless if they make or 
miss it. We deserve to be treated better 
than that. But really, the problem is not 
the rebounds; it’s the overall attitude that 
many of the students have towards our 
team.  
      When we play, the stands have only a 
few guys rooting for us, but many more 
for the Varsity game that follows ours. 
Why don’t we have more? I think it’s 
because fans don’t realize our 
accomplishments. We are undefeated in 
our league games and have a stretch of 
league games coming up. Our water boy, 
an 11 year old in 5

th
 grade, carries and fills 

up water like a machine, the best in the 
biz. We don’t have a fancy team bus; we 
have an eight seat car. But we win games. 
So don’t skip JV games anymore. If you 
want to see an exhilarating game with a 
sure victory, come and watch the JV 
basketball team play. 
 

Just a Little RESPECT 
      By Jack Turell 
 

Editorial: Response to What Is a Speech? By 
anonymous 

     From anonymous reader writing to anonymous writer, I 
have one simple correction, an actually rather important 
adjustment to your article, What is a Speech? 
     Before I tell you what I oppose, let me explain to you what 
I agree with. True, we hear speeches from renowned 
speakers, the top of the list being our weekly speech from 
Rabbi Stulberger, true our appreciation of these speakers is 
lacking, true we are disrespectful to these speakers. But, Mr. 
Anonymous, I believe the only person your article succeeded 
in fooling is yourself. No one argues that Rabbi Stulberger 
has more than one speech, but in contrast to what your 
wrote, most of them are focused on reinforcing the same few 
points. Here is where you made your mistake. You were 
defending Rabbi Stulberger, and an attack on his speeches is 
an attack on him. But, we aren’t attacking his speeches, in 
reality the opposite is true! Rabbi Stulberger intentionally 
repeats the same few messages over and over to engrain 
their important messages in our minds. Continue repeating 
them and we will come to understand and eventually except 
their lessons. Learn something many times and it becomes 
engrained in our heads. You had good intentions, but maybe 
try listening to Rabbi Stulberger’s speeches a little more; he 
has some good messages I am afraid you are missing. 

 


