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“What makes us Jews is the ability to be empathetic…we 

are committed to becoming good people, sensitive 

people…we can’t forget who we are.”  
-Rabbi Stulberger 

Shmuz on Parshas Mikeitz 

 

         We lived well after 
Staples. We were 
metaphorically being fed 
clusters of grapes. We were 
on top of the world. VT was 
ranked fourth among all 
Jewish schools. Then came 
the injuries. A combined 25 
feet of our starting five 
came falling down. And 
with them fell our 
confidence, our drive, our 
inner fire. On Saturday 
night, we all saw that fire 
return. The fire revealed 
itself in the forms of angelic 
lay-ups, rock solid defense, 
and spectacular rebounds 
and shots. Markush 
neglected gravity and flew 
over the defense for easy 
lay-ups. Schrage violently 
grabbed down rebounds 
and tossed up J’s while Yula 
sat immobile. It seemed like 

that lost fire had once again 
found its place in our chests. 
       But then something 
crazy happened. Yula (or 
more specifically Zack 
Finder) started putting up a 
real fight, downing 3 after 3. 
It was beginning to rain. Our 
once raging fire was being 
quickly extinguished. Benny 
tumbled, Amo got ejected, 
another silencing three. 
Players and fans alike quietly 
sat and watched the clock. 
There was no offensive 
threat to regain our lead. 
The stadium that was just 
recently filled with chants of 
“defense” and “Wolpack” 
fell silent. We just sat and 
watched as the clock 
continued counting down 
the time till the end of the 
game. 
  

      We’re cold and wet. We 
don’t need excuses, we 
don’t need reminders of our 
ephemeral reign or of the 
game at Staples, we need a 
roaring fire, we need that 
drive. 
       Captain David Schrage 
saw the unleashed potential 
of his teammates. With 25 
feet injured, players had to 
step up: “We’ve seen how 
good everyone really is. 
We’ve seen our level of play 
when we can’t rely on others 
to carry the team.”  
     They can no longer ignore 
their inherent prowess and 
defer to another player. 
When the complete Pack 
steps onto the court, every 
player has to bring his own 
torch, his own unique fully-
lit flame and add it to the 
Wolfpack bonfire. 
 

53-42 

Searching for Heat 
    By Avi Dear 

A Message from Your President 
These past two weeks student council has made some amazing accomplishments such as 
our first our first monthly BBQ. Everyone had an excellent time at this FREE event. I would 
like to thank all those who helped and I would like to especially thank Rabbi David Felt, 
who, along with Student Council, sponsored this event. The latest Wolfpack kippah’s have 
been ordered and will be arriving within a week. If you would like to reserve a kippah please 
see Yehudah Levin in 12th grade. We will be placing recycling bins throughout the school 
within the next couple days; student council urges everyone to participate in our recycling 
campaign in order to raise money for future student council projects. Please send Student 
Council suggestions or comments on our performance to our suggestion box conveniently 
located next to Mr. Rutchmand’s office. All suggestions (within reason), will be taken 
seriously and will be taken to the school administration for review.  

GO WOLFPACK!!!  
Sincerely,  

President of Student Council  

Markus Shalom Marathi  
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       As a casual observer at 
Valley Torah, I witness 
countless spectacles during 
each school day. I quietly 
stand on the outskirts of a 
crowd and watch brawls, rap 
competitions, and imaginative 
games. 
       An event that caught my 
attention and the attention of 
much of the student body was 
a one-on-one between Asher 
and Uzi. These two kids 
commanded the rapt 
attention of forty students 
during breakfast on 
Wednesday morning. 
      Asher began the game 
with a few quick shots and 
layups and eventually led Uzi 
5-0. Uzi then drained 
successive jumpers amidst 

cries of “ohhhh!” from the fans 
surrounding the three point 
line. However Uzi’s reign 
quickly ended when Asher 
stuffed him (one of twelve or 
so rejections he had 
throughout the game). The 
final score was 9-2, Asher.  “I 
let him have two points,” Asher 
commented later. 
        But really the score is not 
what’s important. It was the 
game, the fans, and the 
camaraderie. For those short 
fifteen minutes on a cold 
Wednesday morning, the two 
athletes were playing a 
championship game in an 
arena filled with enthusiastic 
fans. I’m sure you all 
understand.   
 

Not About the Score 
        By Casual Observer 

 

      Many of our idols—the 
numerous athletes at the top of 
their respective games—are 
deplorable human beings. They 
might seem like kind and friendly 
people when talking to reporters, 
and they might set up charities; 
but the great majority of athlete’s 
personal lives are in shambles. 
They have no morals. 
        The most recent incriminated 
athlete is Tiger Woods, the best in 
the world. Tiger was raking in 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
because of his perfect image; he 
was an all around good-guy. Our 
naiveté became obvious when we 

got a glimpse of his sordid 
personal life. How could we have 
looked up to such a person?  
       Roger Clemens, Kobe Bryant 
(sorry guys), Michael Vick. These 
were elite players who captivated 
millions of faithful fans 
throughout their decorated 
careers. Then their personal lives 
were revealed. We pushed aside 
their All Star nominations and 
highlight reels, and found out 
what types of people they really 
were. They’re not immortal, but 
immoral. 
       We must separate the art 
from the artist. We can love them 

The Double-Sided Athlete 
By Avi Dear 

and study their moves, but we 
have to understand that the 
majority of our idolized 
athletes are not to be looked 
up to for their character. 
Worship the art, but shun the 
artist. 
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Click, ring, zoom. Snap? 
    Have you ever wished that you can 
look at an object and receive 
information about it on the spot? 
Say, take a picture of a DVD you pick 
up at Blockbuster with your cell 
phone and get reviews instantly? 
Welcome to the evolutionary 
revolution on the highway of 
information.   
      Recently, Google introduced free, 
mobile software that will forever 
change the way we search the web: 
pictures. That’s right, pictures. New 
on Android (or Google operated) 
phones, users have the ability to 
snap a picture of an object and 
receive related information—no 
words, no typing. Called Google 
Goggles, the application enables 
users to take a picture of a book and 
not only receive the basics, like the 

author, the title, etc., but users also 
have the option to compare online 
prices. The application 
accomplishes this through its 
database of more than one billion 
images to get you a perfect match, 
in addition to many new 
technologies.  The same concept 
works for artwork, landmarks, 
company logos, and even bar 
codes.  
      Google didn’t stop there, 
however. Users now have the 
ability to point their camera at a 
store and receive access to reviews 
and learn more about the store, 
using the integrated GPS and digital 
compass capabilities. This can be 
useful for tourists in an unfamiliar 
setting or even for a local 
restaurant you haven’t tried yet. 
The application also features text 

recognition thus giving the ability to 
scan business cards and save the 
contact information onto the 
phone’s address book— all without 
typing a letter.  
      The software is still in its infancy, 
however. As time lends it more 
experience, Google Goggles can 
potentially scan a chess board to 
determine the next best possible 
move or even identify a tree just by 
its leaf. 
[source:Google.com/mobile/goggles]                       
       As for the rest of us iPhone and 
BlackBerry-savvy users, we’ll just 
have to wait our turn: Google 
promises that the application will 
extend to other platforms as well, 
including computers [source: PC 
World].  
Turns out that “a picture really is 
worth a thousand words.” 

 

The Tech Update 
By Yosef Yasmeh 

 

  
      We’ve all heard about Apple’s 
almighty iPhone. It’s the king of 
mobile devices. Its distinctive design 
and simplicity set it apart from 
other phones. It has set the 
standards for mobile technology 
and no other device has ever come 
within range of comparison. One of 
the main reasons it has prospered 
so well is because of its unique 
preloaded program known as the 
‘App Store’. The ‘App Store’ is a 
program containing more than 
100,000 innovative applications 
which can be purchased and 

downloaded wirelessly on to an 
iPhone from practically any 
location. (Recently, the ‘App 
Store’ gained some competition 
from other mobile device makers 
who were also looking to score 
big. Google, RIM and Nokia have 
been coming out with their own 
application stores.) There are 
thousands of developers creating 
hundreds of ‘Apps’ daily. The 
categories range from games to 
books. But there is one specific 
‘App’ which we—as Torah 
observant Jews—can truly 

appreciate and relate to: 
iTalmud. It is an amazing 
application which contains the 
entire Talmud and can be 
accessed anywhere at any time. 
It contains every Mesechta in 
every Seder, and does not 
require internet access to be 
used. It truly embraces the 
meaning of ‘Portable Gemorah’. 
We can carry Shas in our pocket. 
 It seems that Apple’s famous 
saying: “There’s an App for that” 
is really true. Who would’ve 
guessed it? 

 

Technology isn’t ALL bad 
By Ben Kiaei 
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12517 Chandler 
Boulevard 

Valley Village, CA 

91607 

 

PHONE: 

(818) 505-7999 
 
 
 

 

Questions, Comments, 
Ideas, Articles? 

 

Email: 

avidear5@yahoo.com 

Want to Advertise 

Here? 
Reach the entire Valley 

Torah student body 

Email 

avidear5@yahoo.com 

 
 

Real Quotes by 
Real Students 

 

“Next time you buy a 
sandwich, you’ll get a free 
slice of cheese?” 
 
“It feels like my double chin 
is choking me” 
 
“Are you crazy?! That’s 
chalav stam!” 
 
“Potato Tomahto” 
 
“Schrage’s so cool” 
 

José Bashing Mordy 
 
“I wanna re-elect a new 
president…this…gordo is not 
good” 
“we need somebody intellectual, 
not a funny guy” 
“he’s spoiled, he comes when he 
wants, ya know” 
“he’s doin’ good things…but, 
uh…only for da cows” 
“no, he’s a good guy” 
 

*Published with the consent 
 of both José and Mordy   

The entire Valley Torah student body and 

faculty would like to wish Mr Rutchmand 

a speedy recovery. We hope to see him 

back soon. 

 
Students letting out their energy at the  

Student Council event on Thursday 

The person who makes me doesn’t 
need me; the person who buys me 
doesn’t use me, and the person that 

uses me doesn’t need me.  
What am I? 

 
Riddle courtesy of Journalist Ben Kiaei 

Answer: A coffin 

 

Congratulations to Junior Katriel 
Sigala on receiving Student of the 

Week honors (he will soon be 
officially honored with a picture on 

Mr Rutchmand’s window). 

The Rabbi Felt SuDoKu 

 


